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‘The Tale of Eldersuille’s Diptheria Epidemic of 1885
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For the Jofferson Township area of Washington Country,
Pennsylvania, it was dofinitoly one of the groatest tragedies of aiimes.
Most of us are aware that ono of the groatest lossos  person can
experience is the loss of a child. In the early days of the nation before
medical science had produced vaccines to protact against horriblo
diseases, or antibiotis to curo thom after a person was afficted, there
was litle hop of avolding a plague, onco it showed its ugly head in any.
given vicinity.

“This author's most ivid childhood memory is of a dark day in August
‘when she was eleven years of age. A car drove up the long drivoway to
the old farmhouso. It was loaded with relatives, including Grandma
Campbell.But the first look Into the window t that grandmothor's
‘appearance was a total shock. They had come to report that a thirteen-
year-old cousin of the author had attended a scouting trp at which he
had drowned in Slippery Rock Crosk. Two of the scouts had entered a
forbidden area of the water, and when the scout mastor hoard their
screams, he immdiately saw that he could save only ono of them. Ho
‘chose the one closest at hand, while Earl, the author's cousin, sipped
into the treacherous water and on into the Groat Beyond. Until Earr's
paronts each died some 50 years later, the grief of this loss was evident
in theirfaces, inthe way they walked, and in every manner of movement
they experlanced during that hlf-contury of tragic left-over I,

‘Cometory lstings and old tombstones stil roveal plagues of great
proportion that took somo unsuspecting households by surprisa, ofton
kiling two or three, and on mor rare oceasions, more than three, from
a single family. But the following story is the mast tragic ever reported
I the groater Eldersvile area.

“Their home was on Crock Lane, just behind the lator well-tiown
Robertson Frult Farm. The parents were Willlam Kennedy Truax and his
wife, Emma. Emma was a Gardner by birth with a long, wonderful






 “LEST WE FORGET”
“The Tale of Eldersville’s Diptheria Epidemic of 1885”

The Board of Jefferson Township Historical Society met on Tuesday, August 11, 2020 at 1:00 pm at the White Church. This newsletter will hopefully assure you that we are still an active historical society but are limited by what we can do during these unsettling times with COVID-19. 
What we can do is send you historic stories and articles that are in our files, sharing history. We must never lose sight of our purpose clearly stated in our By-Laws. “The purpose of the Jefferson Township Historical Society shall be to bring together those people interested in history, and especially in the history of Jefferson Township and surrounding areas.” With that thought in mind, we searched our files for a story to bring to you. Enclosed you will find, “LEST WE FORGET – The Tale of Eldersville’s Diptheria Epidemic of 1885” by June Campbell Grossman. Please take the time to read this tale. You will find that William Kennedy Truax and wife Emma were blessed with six children, two daughters and four sons. In the space of one month all six children were struck down by the merciless plague that hit Eldersville in 1885. The children were Lydia, aged 16, Clara, 10, Harry, 9, Fred, 7, and baby Walter, 1 year. All six children are buried in the cemetery behind the Eldersville Methodist Church. The author writes that this story is the most tragic ever reported in the Eldersville area.
We are saddened by the present day Coronvirus and are doing our best to follow the guidelines set in place by the government. Because of COVID-19, the Historical Society has regretfully had to make tough decisions of cancellations as follows:

August 15, 2020 monthly membership meeting – CANCELLED


November 6-8, 2020 Christmas in the Village – CANCELLED


December 12, 2020 Christmas Dinner Meeting – CANCELLED


All monthly membership meetings are cancelled until further notice

NOT CANCELLED – A Day of Remembrance – 911 Service outside – on September 11 – at 11:00 am

The Board members agreed to be present for a day of remembrance for a 911 brief service on September 11 at 11:00 am at the Memorial Site.  Anyone wishing to be present should bring their own lawn chair.
RESIGNATION We regretfully accepted the resignation of our President Barbara Zianni.  Vice President Diane Huggins will be acting President.

THANKS to all those that participated in the “bakeless bake sale”.

REMINDER This year has been different for all of us but if you forgot to pay your dues, you can still do so. Dues are $15 single or $20 family. Mail to the above address.

COVERING THE BLUE is still actively supporting police officers by crocheting lap blankets. Diane reports that Donations can be made by mailing a check payable to Covering the Blue/JTHS to the above address.
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* young, and six children eventually biessed ther lives. But in 1885, a
menace known by the common man as biack-tongued diphtheria,struck
the area, leaving in ts wake the devastation of death.

Ithas been nearly 125 years sinco that unbelievablo plagu left William
‘and Emma in total despalr. In searching for moro accurate Information
about his Incident, the author was amazed at total dearth offact. Not
one trace of a preserved newspaper clpping, an obituary, a sympathy
notes or even the lsting of the month of the Year in which it occurred
has been found. Was it too tragic o bolieve it was true? Was it too
difficult to even give information for the writing of an obituary? Or were
these paper treasures worn to nothingnoss by the touches and the.
Kissos of theso parents who woro loft bahind? We shall never know.

On the top of the hill behind the Eldersville Church, sil stand the six
tombstones, telling the world that after a contry and a quarter,

I writing about this Incidont many, many lives are stilvery fragile. In
the space of but one month, the two daughters and four sons of Emma
‘and William wer struck down by the merciless plagus, leaving them
with an emptiness that we who hoard of it cannot even begin to imagine.

In writing about this incident many, many yoars ago, Kathryn Slasor
abeled her account of t “The Silonce of Six Little Gravas". Th childron
were: Lydia, aged 16, Clara, 10, Harry, 3, Fred, 7, Earl4,and baby Walter,
1 yoar. Old talos by word of mouth roported that Emma had to be taken
102 place of rest and spocial caro aftor the doath of the last child.

Dospite tho darknoss and the unending pain of thair loss, the fves of
the Truax's were not over. God must have had a back-up plan in mind,
for when Emma and William docided they ha 1 go on with I, they.
‘were rewarded with the births of twoltte girls and two ltie boys, three.
of whom later_gave them grandchildren and eventually great,
grandchildren. These four “replacements” wero a ight of great v to.
the parents. They grew to become caring, loving, wondorful people,
ach with a marvelous senso of humor and a deep appreciation of Ifo.
Oscar died atthe age of 80, but Ida, Viola, and Bill were well over the 90
mark at their deaths. Bil,who was nox.{o-the-youngest, was well-over.
50 when his mother, Emma, died, thus sho was pormitted to experience
Iife with these childron for more than halfa century.





